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McDole Elementary PTO

Meeting Minutes 9/21/10
Present: Jen Stoll, Kathy Zoppa, Robyn Lycan, Martne McCoy, Brenda Gonzales, Kris Luedtke, Michelle Moser, Stephanie Beattie, Linda Norton, Cindy Bass, Ross Taylor, Debbie Taylor, Candy Houghtby, Anabel Estrada, Ashlee Naydenoff, Rashida Pflipsen, Amy Egert, Gabriela Vera, Sandy Faulkner, Teresa Borter, Sarah Mumm, Peter Ganzon, Darcy Hammond, Cathleen Gallagher, Dulcia Lopez, Kristin Nettnin, Kristina Gonzales, Tony Gonzales, Laura Bright, Kat Boehmer, Socorro Chavez, Benjamin Silva, Alta German, Dolly Osborne, Tina Willson, Krishna Gavine, Steph Michaelson, Julie Certa, Pavla Brynda, Elizabeth Baron, Cathy Slou, Chery Wheatley, Brian Kirby, Mark Moeller, Tabitha Sand, Jungmi Lay, Laura Somerlot, Monique Le. 
Secretary report: The May minutes were presented and amended to reflect a correction: the kindergarten classes received $1058.45 for a listening center.  The amended minutes were approved. 
Treasurer’s report: Stephanie Beattie reviewed the final profit and loss statement for Aug. 2009-July 2011.  The proposed budget for Aug. 2010-July 2011 was reviewed and approved.  The following items were highlighted as new line items: income from planned Burger King nights, expenses for:  a new school store item-notepads, books for a new teacher’s classroom (Kovac), money for a new PTO-sponsored student essay contest, money for kindergarten graduation, babysitting expenses, and bulletin board materials.
  Committee reports: 

· Spirit Wear: Spirit Wear is scheduled to be delivered Monday, 9/27/10 and should be sent home with students Wednesday, 9/29/10.  Parents will be contacted if items are too large to be sent home in their student’s backpack.
· Mom-Son Fling: Money for Mom/Son Fling is due Friday, 9/24/10.

· Fast Food Nights: Wendy’s Night is planned for the 1st Wednesday of every month.  The September Wendy’s night raised $300.00.   The first Burger King night was held Tuesday, 9/14/10 and raised $131.00.  The committee will be determining if there will be any changes to upcoming Burger King nights, and whether to include Colonial Café as an upcoming fundraising opportunity.

· Clothing Sale: The clothing sale was held 9/18/10 and brought in $4300.00 in sales.  $1300.00 will be split between the McDole and John Shields’ PTO’s giving each organization a profit of $550.00.  They are hoping to schedule another sale in the spring.

· Market Day: A profit of $158 was reported from the first Market day of the 2010-2011 school year.  Parents were reminded that online ordering is easy and has a later due date then what is indicated on the market day forms that are sent home with students.

New Business:


Monthly reading program: Mrs. Bright presented the following: The teachers would like to extend the summer reading program by holding a monthly reading program for McDole students.  The program would be held one evening a month in the library, and would feature guest readers from the school.  $150.00 was approved to purchase books for a “Golden Book Box”.  Students who attend the reading night would be entered into a drawing to win a book from the “Golden Book Box”.  The teachers are also looking for parent volunteers to help out with reading nights.


Third Grade fluency proposal: $700.00 was approved for the 3rd grade team to purchase Follett Library Resource books and CD’s for guided reading and listening centers.


PE Columbus race proposal: $80.61 was approved for the PE teachers to purchase oars and paint for use in the Columbus race activity.  Students are logging reading and activity minutes to see which class can complete the Columbus race first.  Golden oars will be used as rewards and incentives.

Fun Run: Kris Luedtke and Julie Certa presented an overview of the fall fundraiser.  The fun run concept/goals will be presented to the students at an assembly which will be held 9/22, and packets will be sent home at that time.   Each student is encouraged to solicit $50 in pledges (family goal=$100.00 for families with 3 or more students).  The fun run will be held on Friday, 10/15/10.  Early pledges are due 10/8 and final pledge money is due 10/18.  Kris also informed parents about student and teacher incentives included in the program.  


Communication forms: The PTO has designed notepads for easier communication between parents/families and McDole.  The notepads are available for purchase at a cost of $3/notepad or $2.50/notepad for 2 or more.

Virtual backpack: 

     Dr. Sarah Mumm presented the district’s plans to move to a virtual backpack.  10/4/10 parents will receive a letter from the district with their student’s username and PIN (one for each student) for use on the district website to access classroom information, packets, permission slips, and flyers.  This is being implemented for the following reasons: 

· Stream-line communication to ensure timely communication to parents in a consistent format.
· Organize information in a single location.

· Decrease copy costs to allow preservation of direct student services.

· Allow parents to remain engaged in their student’s education.

       The district will initially set-up monthly expectations for teachers to update their classroom page, and will be piloting a program where teachers will post information on a daily basis.  A letter will be sent home to all parents with students in a pilot classroom.  A transitional period will be held between 10/4/10 and teacher conferences (11/10) in which information will be available on both the website and sent home in backpacks.  After teacher conferences, the information will be posted only on the district website.  Families without internet access can request that a hard copy of forms/classroom information be sent home with their student.  Some information may still need to be sent home such as Lifetouch picture order forms and Market Day order forms.  The district will review the program in March 2011 and determine if any changes need to be made for the 2011-2012 school year.  Dr. Mumm requested that parents contact her at the district office with any questions/concerns (sarah.mumm@kaneland.org).

Mrs. DeArmond’s class won the extra recess in honor of the most parent attendees at this month’s meeting.

Mrs. Norton and Mrs. Bright won teacher gift cards.


Stephanie Michaelson, Jennifer Jirochvong, and Deborah Peters won McDole Teddy bears and school notepads.  

The next PTO meeting will be held Monday, 10/18/10 @ 7 PM at the Sugar Grove Community House.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM.
