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January 18, 2011 PTO meeting minutes
Present at meeting:  Jen Willman, Martne McCoy, Julie Swindle, Jill Roderick, Jennifer Steimel, Laura Bright, Courtney DeArmond, Rachel Bornancin, Jenelle Mance, Mark Moeller, John Hurkman, Jen Stoll, Michelle, Moser, Kris Luedtke, Stephanie Beattie, Tina Willson

Secretary report:  Kris L. motioned to approve minutes for November and December meetings.  Michelle M. seconded.

Treasurer’s report:  Stephanie explained that although the accounts seem to have plenty of money (for example the $10,000 for fun lunch) the money is already set aside for bills we have yet to pay (like all the rest of the fun lunch meals) and the classroom proposals.

Committee reports:  

· Clothing and Toy sale:  Candy is looking into building hanging racks for clothes by getting donations.  They already have a place to store these when not in use.  They have a team of volunteers assembled and have branched out to advertise in different areas.  They have some student volunteers who will do some security/general help for the next sale.  They have art students making signs.  The percentage that the PTO will be receiving is 30-40% of all McDole profits.  Sellers who volunteer 8 hours will get 70% of their profits.

· Box Tops:  We received a check in December for $1,387.00.  Great work—Keep sending in those box tops.  The next deadline is Feb. 28.

· Market Day:  October was our biggest month as far as profit with $236.00 earned.  We want to make people aware that if they don’t pick up their food we eat the cost of that.  The market day volunteers call and put food in freezer but if food is never picked up we end up paying for it.
· Daddy Daughter Dance:  Julie Swindle reported that 161 girls have signed up do far.  They will be offering corsages at the dance for $5.  The tickets are being distributed this week.  They are doing quite a few raffles at the dance.  They still need help with setting up and decorating for the dance.

· Family Fun Night:  Cancelled this month due to lack of parent help.  Martne offered to do a Konnect-ed call to let all McDole families know that it is cancelled.

· Fun Lunch:  Michelle discussed the problems we had with late sign ups for Fun lunch.  There were 43 families that signed up at the late sign up.  This leads us to believe that many people are not checking Konnect to learn about deadlines.  The teachers mentioned they are having the same issues with Konnect and communication.  They reiterated that they all tried to remind students about the deadline because they know how many kids buy fun lunch and don’t want to miss it.  The consensus is that Konnect is still new enough that many people aren’t used to checking it.  PTO has sent out numerous reminders and we feel we have done as much as we possibly can to get the word out.

· Manna:  Only 7 families participated in the first Manna gift card program but they bought 79 gift cards and our profit was $107.20.  The Manna gift card form is available again this month and will be offered many more times this year.  The cards can now be picked up at the same time as Market Day.

· Wendy’s night:  Our profit from the last Wendy’s night was $290.

Old business:  Jenelle was present to reiterate the reading lounge concept about making children lifelong readers.  The idea comes from Stephen Lane.  We have an empty classroom and want to make it a fun and comfortable place for kids to read.  This concept will work for all K-5 students and staff as well.  There will be a sign up to use the room.  They will use it for guest speakers and readers’ theatre as well.  They will figure out where to move it if room needs to be used as a regular classroom.  Michelle let Jenelle know that we love this concept and support their ideas.  Michelle motioned to give them $750.00 for the reading lounge.  Stephanie moved to transfer $750.00 from prior year’s funds to pay for this proposal.
Kris seconded.  All agreed.

New Business:  The first grade teachers presented their proposal to use their classroom wish list money of $600.00 for the Read to the Principal program (money goes to purchase t-shirts and to run the carnival) and $320.00 for Wilson Language materials to be used during daily classroom guided reading.  They asked for 5 sets of materials to be purchased.  Kris proposed to give the first grade teachers $920.00 for these items.  Michelle and Stephanie seconded.  

Laura Bright asked if the rest of their $1000.00 wish list money ($80) could be given to the Reading Lounge proposal to bring their total amount to $830.00 ($750 + 80).  The board agreed and Stephanie mentioned that if any other group of teachers wants to do this we would heartily approve.
Kindergarten Fair:  Occurs on March 12.  PTO members will be present to welcome new families with kindergartners to McDole.  Martne asked if you know someone who has a child of kindergarten age to let them know about the fair.

Guest speaker:
Dr. Reffett was our speaker.  She gathered some questions before the meeting to try to tailor her talk to our needs.  The questions mainly focused on anxiety conflict and friendship/bullying issues.  She mentioned that 30-70% of children experience some type of bullying while in school with Jr. high being the worst time for bullying.

She defined bullying as a dominant person trying to have power over a less dominant person.  There are four types:  Physical bullying includes hitting, pinching, and property damage.  Verbal bullying includes name calling, threats, intimidation, lying to get someone in trouble.  Relational bullying is when someone threatens not to be their friend.  Cyber bullying is bullying through texting, e-mail, or online chat rooms.

About 75% of people who work with kids think they are dealing with the bullying.  However, only 25% of kids feel bullying is being noticed or taken care of.
Kids who get bullied usually are: smaller, quieter children, emotionally weaker, physically weaker, not as well-liked, have negative self-esteem, poor with social skills, give big reactions such as crying or are overly aggressive, different race, religion, or socioeconomic status.

The bullies usually are children who are: aggressive, emotionally volatile, attention-seeking, popular, athletic, or stylish, good with leadership skills, manipulative, seeking a higher social status (“mean girls.”)

Bullying happens repeatedly over time (as opposed to friend drama which may just be once in a while).  Changes you might see in a child who is being bullied might include:  headaches, stomachaches, not wanting to go to school, academic performance decline, lots of friend drama, etc.

Things we can do to encourage kids to stand up for themselves and others:

1. Listen and support them.  Ask who, what, when, where, and why?

Listen and validate their feelings.

2. Teach them how to problem solve.  Focus on the problem NOT on the person causing the problem.

3. Encourage healthful responses:

--be assertive










--REPORT bullying

--have positive self talk (I am ______, or I have friends, etc.)

4. Teach social skills on how to have healthy friendships.  Perhaps the most useful question is “What if your friend told you this?”  Encourage them to talk to their friends and say things such as “I feel upset when _________” or “It’s hard to be your friend when you_________” rather than hollering mean things when they are upset.

5. Encourage them to tell someone in charge about any bullying.

Dr. Reffett explained that all this encouragement takes a lot of work at home as well.  She left two helpful handouts regarding books and websites as well as one with Do’s and Don’ts.  These have been posted to Konnect for all to view.  

Raffles:  Teacher/Staff Drawing—Jenelle Mance

Parent Drawing:  John Hurkman

Extra Recess:  Ms. Kovac’s class won the extra recess for having parents at the meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 pm.
