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McDole Elementary PTO

Meeting Minutes 12/13/10

Present:  Stephanie Beattie, Kris Luedtke, Jen Stoll, Kathy Zoppa, Lori Williams, Stephanie Douglas, Shanna Piccony, Jenelle Mance, Marte McCoy, Cathy Slou, Tabitha Sand

Secretary Report:  We did not have copies of the meeting minutes from November for everyone to look so we decided to approve minutes from November at the January meeting.

Treasurer’s Report:  Stephanie Beattie reviewed the profit and loss statement for October.  She highlighted the following: Although the PTO has been grandfathered into an account that does not incur fees for numerous transactions each month, the bank rep could not get our 36.75 fee eliminated.  The manager vetoed her request so we will have to pay the 36.75 bank fee for going over the allowed number of transactions in the month of September/October.  However, Stephanie was able to do our tax return since she was not the treasurer from last year.  She had our CPA from last year look at it.  She (also a CPA) saved us around $220 by doing them herself.  Next year we will have to send them out again since she cannot do the tax return for the books she has prepared this year as treasurer.  We are also still missing a check from one of the Wendy’s nights but Cheryl Wheatley is looking into this.  Stephanie also highlighted that we had a little more income from the second round of Spirit Wear sales.  She also mentioned that the income from Manna may be around $100 (numbers were not completely finalized) and that they would like to offer the Manna orders once a month.
Committee Reports:

The December Wendy’s night raised $338.00.
New Business:

Lori Williams represented the Michael Hays proposal for Literacy, Art and Music teachers.  He is going to do two assemblies—one for k-2 and one for 3-5.  He will be at McDole all day with Erin Livermore as an escort (reason they are asking for a sub) while he works with small groups of students after the larger group assemblies.  She brought two books he has illustrated:  W is for Windy City and Abiyoyo.   The books were passed around so all could look at them.  They will do a pre-order of books for students who wish to purchase them.  Since the  Art to Remember fundraiser in the Art Department just finished they reduced the amount they requested to $450.00.  We discussed how afternoon Kindergarten students might be included as a small pull out group since they will miss out on the morning assembly times.  Kris Luedtke made the motion to approve $450.00 for the Michael Hays assembly.  Kathy Zoppa seconded the motion.  All approved.

Martne McCoy spoke for the library proposal from Laura Bright and Gwen Carlson.  They are asking for any amount we are willing to give them to purchase “Hot Read” books that are very popular and constantly checked out.  They want to buy the library bound books of many popular titles listed in the proposal.  We discussed that even though these aren’t necessarily the books that we would pick for the kids to read (for example, SpongeBob) these are the books that they WANT to read and the proposal is about igniting a spark for reading to keep the students reading for pleasure.  Jen Stoll asked what the Blue Stem books are and Shanna Piccony explained it is a list of 20 books chosen by Illinois educators geared toward 3-5 graders.  It includes a mix of genres and the books are more appropriate for many students in 3rd and 4th grades.  The Rebecca Caudill books are geared for 4th- 8th grades but often contain information that is too mature and the reading levels are often too difficult for many 4th graders, especially at the beginning if the year.  Stephanie Beattie made a motion to approve $250 to go toward the Hot Read books for the library.  Cathy Slou seconded the motion.

Jenelle Mance spoke about the third proposal.  She shared that many teachers heard author Steven Layne speak about his book Igniting a Passion for Reading.  Many of the teachers have read this book and want to ignite the spark for reading for pleasure in the students at McDole.  He proposes in his book to create a reading lounge for 25 students with modern furniture and lighting that is a very comforting place for the students to read.  The teachers have thought of many ideas such as guidelines for students and teacher who use the Reading lounge, having a Grand opening, having authors do small group talks in the lounge, doing Readers’ Theater in the lounge and making a quiet place for reading only.  They want to create a place that kids can go and read for pleasure to create a lifelong love of reading.  The fourth grade teachers have started with challenging students to read 40 books this school year and talking up “hot reads” with the students.
Currently the 4th grade has started a Reading lounge club before and after school from 8:10-8:40 and 3:30-4:00.  Right now they rotate teachers’ rooms and who is supervising the reading club.  They have gotten a good response so far.  They would like this to be primarily for intermediate students (4th and 5th grades).  It was emphasized that the lounge would be available for all classes during the day with a sign-up policy.  

Kris Luedtke mentioned that since this is an amount above $1500 we would like more time to discuss the proposal (especially because two board members were absent).  She mentioned that we may want to discuss a fundraiser specifically for this proposal.  Stephanie Beattie suggested discussing the reading lounge with each grade level to see if they would be interested in putting some of their grade level money toward the reading lounge.  Jenelle mentioned that the amount they are asking for is their “ideal amount.”  Tabitha Sand suggested making a wish list for parents who might be willing to buy something for the reading lounge as well.  We discussed having some student made art in the reading lounge as well.
The proposal was tabled until next month.

Announcements: Lori Williams thanked us for having author and illustrator, Eric Rohmann for an assembly.  Jen Stoll asked for more suggestions of local authors and Lori W. suggested Steven Layne.

Guest Speaker:

Stephanie Douglas showed a video about how to take better pictures.
The former photographer for National Geographic highlighted getting closer to your subject, turning off the flash, and backing up your pictures as well as printing them.  Stephanie discussed how Creative Memories free templates can be downloaded on to your computer and you can make a book with your pictures.  She brought many books, both softcover and hardcover to show everyone what you can make with your pictures to capture memories.

Mrs. Lannert’s class won the extra recess in honor of the most parent attendees at this month’s meeting. 

Cathy Slou won the gift card.

The next PTO meeting will be held Tuesday, January 14 at 7:00 pm at McDole.

